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Exhibit Objectives

• Emphasize collection diversity

• Usable by many disciplines as well as the public

• Extend outreach services

• Honor the university’s duty to the public

• Discover and develop talent in students/staff

• Offer new kinds of opportunities for professional 
development

• Engage in social media

• Extend our reach in order to encourage more people to 
feel comfortable visiting the exhibit





Episode & 
Season 

'"'AR 
Season 2 : Episode 1 
(5:38 and 
throughout) 
[food and rations] 

Season 2 :Episode 2 
(2 :00) 
[med exams] 

Season 2:Episode 2 
(26:14) 
[amputations] 
Season 2 :Episode 3 
(37:55) 
[Bates goes to 
prosthetics shop] 

Article Info 

1) Beyond the Ration: 
Sharing and Scrounging 
on the W e stem Front 

1 6) Militaty Fitnes s and 
Civilian H ealth in Btitain 
Dming the F it·s t World 
\Var. 
18) Btitain's "Lost 
Generation' of the F irst 
·world \Var. 

1 5) Reconstructions: 
Prosthetics and the 
rehabilitation of the 
male body in World War 
I France. 
19) Better Legs: 
Artificial Litnbs for 
British Veterans of the 
First World War. 
20) Artificial L itnbs for 
Btitish Veterans of the 

Do"\>vnton Abbey 

Artifacts 

Food rations( canister. 
list of rationed foods. 
recipes for wartime. 
what officers ,.s. foot 
soldiers ate) 

Photos. paperwork 
that doctor would fill 
out for each exam. data 
of how many were 
accepted/ denied. 

Amputation tools. 
photos. prosthetics . 
ad,·enisements 

Caption 
(Things to look into) 

Enacted \\"artitne food 
rationing to support 
troops. While soldiers 
had diets proYiding meat. 
civilians lacked this and 
other provisions. 
-Lack of flour 

-Exams pass/fail: how 
could people get out of 
sen ice/what would 
disqualify someone being 
able to? 

-Ho\Y many amputations 
done? H ow many 
prosthetics giYen to 
soldiers? Quality? 

Notes 

( 1 :03:45)-Manhew 
shares condensed 
milk wid1 sugar. \-Yith 
Thomas 

William has medical 
exam to get into army 
and recei,·es his 
papers 

-Thomas helps at 
hospital ,,.·ith army 
men (blindness. 
amputations. etc.) 
-Bates buys a "lin1p 
corrector" at the 
prosthetics sho p . 
-[end of episode Bates 
promises to ne,·er try 
to cure hinlself again.] 
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David Brown, “Lady Sybil’s shocking death. Did it have to happen?” 

Washington Post Online, January 28, 2013. 

Lady Sybil's shocking death. Did it have to 
happen? 

Joss BarratVJOSS BARRATT- On 'Downton Abbey,' Lady Sybil and Tom Branson celebrate the birth of their 
child. Soon after, the mother dies. 





Primary Sourcery 
«Ar chival Emer gency Planning and Response 1 Main 1 How did "Homecoming" star t? Good Question! ! » 

Creating "Down ton Abbey: Behind the Scenes of Health and illness" 

Emily Hagens is co-curator ofDownton Abbey: Behind the Scenes of Health and Illness and a Ph.D. candidate 
in the Program in the History of Science, Technology and Medicine at the University of Minnesota. Aside from 
Masterpiece Theater and rare books, she studies 16th century Italian domestic medicine and vernacular print 
and manuscript culture. 

Most of us know and love Downton Abbey. The beautiful scenery, the love and money that is constantly lost and 
re-found, the costumes ... and the gut-wrenching moments of tragedy, too, keep viewers speculating, hosting 
themed tea parties, and coming back to Masterpiece Theater's hit show time and again. Although I generally 
love the show, the historian of medicine side of me also thinks the detailed research that goes into some of the 
scenes most filled with tension is exciting. When Lois Hendrickson, interim curator at the Wangensteen 
Historical Library of Biology and Medicine, offered me the opportunity to help curate this fall's exhibit Downton 
Abbey: Behind the Scenes of Health and If/ness, I jumped at the opportunity. 

As a Ph.D. student in the history of medicine, I'm accustomed to research 
with archival sources and rare books, but this exhibit required a different kind 
of initial approach. Instead of beginning in the Wangensteen's extensive 
collections of medical books and artifacts, I began on Hulu, re-watching all 
three seasons of Downton. With ears and eyes tuned to medical instruments 
and discussions, I took notes on every instant when a character mentioned, 
feared, or experienced a medical event. I also spent time perusing social and 
news media si tes like Facebook, Pinterest, Buzzfeed, XOJane, and the . ' ' ' 





Outcomes
Graduate students had the opportunity to:

• See themselves as part of the larger University and 
disciplinary community

• Extend their professional development by:

• Presenting their work in clear, comprehensible terms to 
people outside their fields

• Interacting with professionals

• Exposure to the mechanics of exhibit preparation 
(planning, design, management and marketing)

• Methods of audience and public interaction 

(publicity, promotion and audience assessment)



Visualizing the Body: Celebrating 500 Years 
of Andreas Vesalius, Renaissance Art and 

Medical Revolution



Vesalius Timeline

University Honors Student creates interactive 

timeline tracing the development of modern anatomy.

The timeline features many works from the Wangensteen 

Historical Library. It has been developed as part of 

Wangensteen’s exhibit, Visualizing the Body: Celebrating 

500 Years of Andreas Vesalius, Renaissance Art and Medical 

Revolution.

http://cdn.knightlab.com/libs/timeline/latest/embed/index.html?source=1B2qbpkCOhWPP0mSw-djhaBNngPiYcMrFNCjwzqsHL8o&font=DroidSerif-DroidSans&maptype=toner&lang=en&start_at_slide=17&start_zoom_adjust=30&height=650
http://cdn.knightlab.com/libs/timeline/latest/embed/index.html?source=1B2qbpkCOhWPP0mSw-djhaBNngPiYcMrFNCjwzqsHL8o&font=DroidSerif-DroidSans&maptype=toner&lang=en&start_at_slide=17&start_zoom_adjust=30&height=650
http://cdn.knightlab.com/libs/timeline/latest/embed/index.html?source=1B2qbpkCOhWPP0mSw-djhaBNngPiYcMrFNCjwzqsHL8o&font=DroidSerif-DroidSans&maptype=toner&lang=en&start_at_slide=17&start_zoom_adjust=30&height=650
http://hsl.lib.umn.edu/news/2014/sep23/andreas-vesalius-anatomy-exhibit-now-open


Culpeper 
Symposium: 
Visualizing the 
Body: the 
Convergence of Art, 
Cadaver, and 
Medical Knowledge

October 8, 2014



Vesalius letter illustrations add 
intrigue to anatomy
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