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Anatomlcal Theatre

epi of The Body, Disease and Death in Medical Mu
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Anatomical Theatre

MUSEUMS

Alabama Museum of the Health Sciences : Birmingham, Alabama
The earliest recorded donation to what became the Alabama Museum of the Heaith

15 was an ou-of-date apothecary scale given in 1946 to the University of Alabama
and its Medical Center In Birmingham. Three-dimensional objects were given throughout the

decades and the Museaum was afficially established in 1981,

Today the Museum has over 4,000 objects including hundreds of wet specimens preserved
under the direction of pathologist Dr, William Boyd, who wintered in Birmingham during the
mid-20th century. Other treasured collection pie are ninetesn wax pathological
specimens by London sculptor Joseph Towne and purchased by Dr. Josiah Nott in 1860 for
the first medical college of Alabama. From the denated collections of Dr. Lawrence

anatomical

Dedicated
States, the
ped and/or used by health care professior

state and specifically the University of Alabama a

Museum of Anatomical Waxes "Lulgl Cattazneo” (Museo Defie Cere Anatomiche "Luigi
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GAMB(

WITH THE

Gambols with the G howls

Sylwesire & Co, Chicage, lllinols

1801

Frl_'l mi I‘hf -_u'-II.-:1|I_IrI |'|‘| Erq.l'ldljlrl HI:I'iIJf

This dirrimiitive pamphlet ia purpo tedly & secret catalog selling gaffed séance
spparatus for fraudulent mediumae, Surviving coples sre so hard to come by that
famoian ghoat bunter Harry Frice once seid they wers “so excessvely rare that during
8 ifetima's saarch ko & specimen. .. | came infe possession of a copy, the ooly one in
Gmal Britam™ 50, | el | was in good company when | purchased a copy of my osn

n 2012

Price waan't the cnly skaptic 1o get a hold of the mfamous catslog In 15810, magician
Wilkarn 5 Mamolt exposed ds secrets in Pearson's Magarre, where he posed with
o hymunouga b ot ey crdarsd bom Sebagtre & Co w a0 effort o cdocsie the

publc ab-out braudulent sprd mardbestatons

MHeatled between the calalogs cowrs i pags sfter page of spont slates. sfance
rumpets, tabing boards. gatled handcufts, and other deceptions—everything 2

frmud ulent medwum could possibly nesd Hers. you can se= it openad to & selection of
1,|P-|r|-; skiills ard rapping {evices

But was it really & cataleg for fraud mediums as Price and Mamictt belioved? Many of
the tems are admitiedly gearsd mors loward magicisns—particulardy pages of card
tricks snd mantalism affects, Whils they would certainly have served a fraudulent
migcdivum wall, | found the tell-4ales markers ironic: that magicians might have used a
disgulsed magle catalog to "exposs’ fraudulent mediums with devices more suited

fo thalr own sleight-of-hand performances than legitimate sdance practiicners, who
raraly needod much mare than o dark room and a group of feithful believers. 5o
preally; whae's feoling whem?

Branden Hedge s sn Austin-bassd auther and antiquarian. He is the historical
nuthority en sutomatic writing planchettes, and cwns the world's finest collection
of sdance and spirit communication apparatus, which he documents on his popular
win balbe, www mysteriousplanchette.com







l/ﬁ! JON

THEGREAT

- MAGICIAN

I.I.ION DouAn
MYSTERY ¢




© 2015, The Rory Feldman Collection




CORPORIS FABRICA LIEBER

HVMANI
FACIE PR O










|
:







|

|

]

4
-

]
SN
":

As













ATO

R

SEO |

MV
IMPE

-
=
Lz













RNUAS AMERIOANMUSEUN

II&'EG

smmnsn Twms

"We OF THEIR CHILDREN,

' U:IIINNGD LEE NN W

D













e —— |

(W |-, % e —
, | @ @®ENNTH :
boe , AT R —.
Tl L
T PR

1ON IR0 suy

¢ PR

n‘h_t-t.-ﬂ-lﬂ"r.ls ——

el R —

et T —
TR ——— | ———

l ‘.
Bk




I()l\ B1D ;XB_ATO IY

"Ode tc an Anatcmlcal Venusln An'iCIel Search Morbid Anatomy
Women's Studies Quarterly, Enchantment
%ul_:uscr.bi_l Issue

SUBSCRIBE TO BLOG

Enlay yurudt wonil mududis

| Jul_'lscr.bt

THE MORBID ANATOMY MUSEUUM

ABOUT MORBID ANATOMY

THE MORBID ANATODMY GALLERY




THIS WEEK

Photos Heviews

4 Staius Photo / Video

Aeach People Nearby




Your Fans People Reached People Engaged Check-ins

Your Fans City Your Fans Language Your Fans

~ee More






















L




"The Secret Museum," Photography
Exhibition, Observatory, Closes June
6th
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Ir The Anatomical Venus is a compelling and unsettiing look at the eroficised female waxworks used
t' around Ihe world lo demonsirale analomy in medical schools in Ihe I18th cenlury. Il Iraces the
| evolution of these eniémalic and sensual sculptures from the death masks, wax effigies and votive
| offerines of fhe Renaissance fo the anatomically instructive Venus wax fieures of Ihe Enlightenment.




IRE
ANATOMICAL
VENUS

JOANNA EBENSTEIN










e makiuee of mecienl anabomy Lhot EE WP ITm EE SXiEenin oS0y vwas
nat the (st (o capitplize o mages of the anatomized human boedy, Thes= had

ng cirewlmied inoa variety of religiows, artistic and ritual traditions, many of

whiteh influeneced the conventions of the carky scaienisl c workldyiew up u ine

irtwnrks mtended to

Fittimely, the first anaiomical warwork les somewhere bebtwesn ard

ariaiarey anel i it 1twas ereaded i the seventeenth century by Sicilian

thbol Gretano Ciulio fumma O656-1701), aka Zumbe, in collaboration with
Freneh surgesn and anptomist Gulllaume Iesnoues NE50=1T%5]1. fumba was
rerwnier far his farogue, " Theatres of Depth [hese= were Hny wax dioramas
fillecl with metieubeusly rendered and ineredibly lifelike representations of
tend, decompasing and tortured humans, bearing titles such as The Plapue
I'he 1F ||"||.|| i TiLme he Transience of Human Clory” and 5‘.'||!|I=IE Hiswork
ilrew the nttentiomn of bath the Grand Duke Cosime of Tuscany, who becames

patron. and the Marquis de Sade, who sald of one of his pleces: 'So

|18 ENE Impres AR pro el Oy ELS masierpiece that =ven gs you

il 1 voeitlE ofhier senEss are played upon, meares audrbles, vou wrinkle your

1l wang englel dereet the evil adours of mortality These soenes af the
emled ton ruel tmastnation: and 1 mused. hovae many persons had

hiEse AWl el amarmeaes ENarks o mwy wirss i ness:

Araimel PO, S O WIS Appron el By Lanlliame DeEsnoles 0 Smpey
18 remawried skills in ereating a Hkeness wax of an mnpsriant medica
e paratio 1w beginning ko decompose, The productof this eollaberatior
he [irs 1 tormical eaching model: if also established the tradition

il partneErship o the creatio . T ATh
a3l cultorss

and the wavs iT

mmciend Greek physiclan Galen-upon whose texis the Western medical fradition
hadl beEen basged - were incorrect. Galen had, 11 oerned out, never dissecied a
b rnnn Body, as such practiee was forbddden in anclent Greece, Instead, he had
bised his theories of the human bady on bis dissections of Barbary macagues
and pigs, and the expmination of patients during surgery, which had led to
roapry basie factu bl erroe
i |0 Vesalius pueblishied M i iy L B il e
il which st the anptomicgl pecord sirpight. A lavishly illustrated =lephamt
Faaldo, 1 s 11 el waed CXCLLISELE EMETIVI IS probably rerelered oy an arkbst itom
FLELam s Yeri=t i st hie ook depdots page after page of drarmatic «
MALECLE [TeE i akelEtal fleures II.-'\-\.l' T with cofElderatde antmation
shoral lancacape. | hede (Hustrations wers ghiny infheemoecd oy meaemio
{ fime arE comventions, and feature an anotemically correct skeleton
frtemplal ssELdl . nred &N irn r his removed skin. ina referenioe io
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Brussels

; Museum of Fine Arts

Le Musee Spitzner, 1943, by Paul Delvaux




Paul Delvaux, Sleeping Venus I (La Vénus endormie I), 1932
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Paul Delvaux, Sleeping Venus (La Vénus endormie), 1944; The Tate Gallery




Marcel Duchamp Etant donnés: 1° la chute d'eau, 2° le gaz d'éclairage . . . (Given: 1. The
Waterfall, 2. The llluminating Gas . . . ), 1946-66,



Herbert List, ‘“The Unknown One from the Danube, Vienna, Austria,” 1944 (printed 1946),

Robert Miller Gallery







Ecstasy of Saint Teresa, Gian Lorenzo Bernini, 1647-52






The Phenomenon of Ecstasy, photomontage by Salvador Dali (1933)
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