Breathing life into a comatose
collection:

Transforming an image-based
collection into Photographing Pediatrics



Mothers and children wait in the Davis Hall amphitheater to be admitted to
N.U. Medical School’s Pediatric Dispensary, undated.



NU Medical School and Wesley Memorial Hospital campus, South
Dearborn Street between 24t™ and 25% Street

Dispensary
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Photographing Pediatrics; p Reflectio

4 n by J
Associate Professor, Emeritus, Depart e _ -~

ment of Medicine,
Northwestern University

Feinberg School of Medicine,

Many photographs in thi
exhibit contains images
and clinical simplicity,
cruelty. These haunti

s collection are nearly a century old. This
which, in their stark background, revealing light
€Xpose untreated childhood iliness in all its

Ng centurion images call us to reflect

Physicians captured these scenes which still allow us t ct on their
young patients with interest and sympathy. Taken w tific
precision, these graphic images convey more detailed information than
chapters of description. What could sanitation, diet and fresh air offer
these children?

The face of a mother’s love is also perfectly preserved, rnished by
the passing decades. You will see the same faces at Ch ''s Memorial
Hospital today.

How will future generations judge us? Will our sympathigs and .

humanitarian values be as clearly stated in our computenzeq notestah§ k

these simple images? Armed with remedies of the future, will they thin
e [

ies of the
as charitably about our therapies as we do about the remedies o

early 1900s?

Chicago, lllinois
May 2011




“The clinician who does not follow his cases for months, even years, loses one of the most valuable
adyantages that the outpatient department can give. . .if so treated, the outpatient department child becomes
a patient, not a case, as in the wards — a part of the clientele, as in private practice.”







[]n the wards, we treat cases as more or less detached and isolated pathologic entities, [but] in the
dispensary we treat not only the child but also its mother. The art of treating the mother is at least 50 per
cent of pediatric practice, to put it very conservatively. How we handle a baby, whether we wash our
hands between cases, what we say to the mother, are commonly far more important for the baby and our
professional standing in the family than is the prescription.” - Joseph Brennemann, MD, 1926




Collection provides visual documentation enhancing published

accounts of Northwestern’s dispensary and clinics




American Academy of Pediatrics, Elk Grove Village, 1L




Institute for the Medical Humanities, UTMB-Galveston







