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Waiting to be seen in NU’s Pediatric Dispensary 

 

 

Mothers and children wait in the Davis Hall  amphitheater to be admitted to 

N.U. Medical School’s Pediatric Dispensary, undated. 

 

 



NU Medical School and Wesley Memorial Hospital campus, South 

Dearborn Street between 24th and 25th Street 

 





Florence Olmstead, RN and Ernest Snyder 













“The clinician who does not follow his cases for months, even years, loses one of the most valuable 

advantages that the outpatient department can give…if so treated, the outpatient department child becomes 

a patient, not a case, as in the wards – a part of the clientele, as in private practice.”   

 





[I]n the wards, we treat cases as more or less detached and isolated pathologic entities, [but] in the 
dispensary we treat not only the child but also its mother. The art of treating the mother is at least 50 per 

cent of pediatric practice, to put it very conservatively.  How we handle a baby, whether we wash our 
hands between cases, what we say to the mother, are commonly far more important for the baby and our 

professional standing in the family than is the prescription."   – Joseph Brennemann, MD, 1926 
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Collection provides visual documentation enhancing published 

accounts of  Northwestern’s dispensary and clinics 

 



American Academy of Pediatrics, Elk Grove Village, IL 



Institute for the Medical Humanities, UTMB-Galveston  




