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Overview of the MHL 

• a digital curation collaborative among 
some of the world’s leading medical 
libraries 

• promotes free and open access to quality 
historical resources in medicine 

• www.medicalheritage.org 

• Twitter: @MedicalHeritage 

• Facebook: www.facebook.com/medicalheritagelibrary 

 

http://www.medicalheritage.org/


MHL Contributors 

Principal Contributors 
• Augustus C. Long Health Sciences Library at Columbia 

University and Columbia University Libraries 
• The College of Physicians of Philadelphia 
• The Cushing/Whitney Medical Library at Yale University 
• Francis A. Countway Library of Medicine at Harvard University 
• National Library of Medicine 
• The New York Academy of Medicine 
• The Welch Medical Library, Library of the Institute of the 

History of Medicine, and the Alan Mason Chesney Medical 
Archives of the Johns Hopkins Medical Institutions 

• Wellcome Library 
 

Content Contributors (currently 15 institutions) 
Contributors 



Recent Updates 

• Full-text search tool 

 

• 50,000th item added in 
Jan. 2014 

 

• More than 4.8 million 
downloads to date 

 

• Two current grants from 
NEH and CLIR Alvarado Middleditch,  

The Doctor’s Advice (1898) 



NEH Grant Overview 

• Two-Year Humanities Collections and 
Reference Resources grant  

• Grant awarded in 2012 to MHL via Open 
Knowledge Commons 

• Project participants:  

 Harvard’s Countway Library 

 The College of Physicians of Philadelphia 

 Columbia University Libraries 

 Yale’s Cushing/Whitney Library 



NEH Project Goals 

• Digitize up to 200 historical medical 
journal titles (approximately 1,720,000 
pages or 5,911 volumes) from 1797 to 1923 

• Free open access 

• Full-text searching 

• Standardized metadata  

• Full journal runs (when possible) 

 



NEH Year 1 Results 

• Harvard’s Countway Library 
completed digitization: appr. 
300,000 pages & 150 titles! 

 

• Highlights include: 

    Confederate Medical and Surgical   

 Journal 

    Thomsonian Botanic Watchman 

    Photographic Review of  Medicine 

 and Surgery  

 



NEH Year 2 Update 

• Grant transferred to The 
College of Physicians of 
Philadelphia 

 

• Three remaining 
participants: Columbia, 
Yale and the College 

 

 

• Project to be completed 
by December 31, 2014 

 

 

Southern California Practitioner  
v. 30 (1915), p. 33 



NEH Year 2 Preliminary Results 

• Combined total of 
nearly 955,000 pages 
- or 1,600 volumes – 
digitized so far! 

 

• 147 volumes from the 
4 leading 19th-century 
homeopathy journals 

 

 
The Modern Hospital, Vol. 14, No. 1 



Project Challenges 

• Estimating a budget based on page count 

 

• Condition of items – some not suitable for 
digitization 

 

• Standardizing metadata across institutions 

 

 



CLIR Grant Overview  

• Private Practices, Public Health: Privacy-
Aware Processing to Maximize Access to 
Health Collections  

• 18 month Hidden Collections grant (April 
2013-September 2014) 

• Project participants 
– Center for the History of Medicine, Countway 

Library 

– Alan Mason Chesney Medical Archives of the 
Johns Hopkins Medical Institutions 



CLIR Collections 

• Supports archival processing and finding aid 
creation for 7 collections 

• Countway Collections (160 cubic feet) 
– Stephen Lagakos 
– Erich Lindemann 
– Arnold Relman 

• Hopkins Collections (180 cubic feet) 
– William and Miriam Pauls Hardy 
– E. V. McCollum 
– Frank Polk 
– Barbara Starfield 
 

 



CLIR Project Goals 

• Developing best practices for enabling 
access to special collections containing 
protected health information and other 
types of restricted records 

• Record processing metrics data to assess 
the time and labor required for privacy 
aware processing 



CLIR Preliminary Results 

• Processing completed for Countway 
Collections  
– 160 cubic feet pre-processing 

– 131 cubic feet post-processing 

– Additional collection processed (Oliver Cope) 30 cubic feet   

 

 



CLIR Preliminary Results 

• Finding Aids available on Countway’s 
website: 

• Erich Lindemann 
http://oasis.lib.harvard.edu/oasis/deliver/deep
Link?_collection=oasis&uniqueId=med00191 

• Stephen W. Lagakos 

• http://oasis.lib.harvard.edu/oasis/deliver/deep
Link?_collection=oasis&uniqueId=med00185 
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CLIR Preliminary Results 

• Physical Processing Completed for 2 
Hopkins collections (53 cubic feet) 

– William and Miriam Pauls Hardy 

– Frank Polk 

 



CLIR May-September 2014 

• Wrap up processing and finding aid publication 

• Recommend best practices 

• Analyze results of time and labor tracking  

• compare repository 
practices 

• determine 
processing time 
required to identify 
privacy related 
access restrictions 



CLIR Outreach 

• Blog posts 

 

• Wiki 
https://wiki.med.harvar
d.edu/Countway/Archiv
alCollaboratives/Private
Practices  
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CLIR Scholarly Engagement 

• Survey sent to scholars on access to 
collections containing protected health 
information (January-March 2014) 

• Countway workshop for faculty and 
graduate students in Harvard’s History of 
Science department on access to historical 
patient records (March 14, 2014) 

• Sessions at AAHM (May 10, 2014) and 
SAA (August 14, 2014) 



CLIR Challenges 

• Late start and need for extension 

• Different staffing models 

– Hopkins model of recruiting, training and 
retaining undergraduate students under 
direction of project archivist is more labor 
intensive than Countway model of assigning 
single project archivist to individual 
collections.  

 



Questions 

Medical Heritage Library  
www.medicalheritage.org  
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