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News! Thereôs a lot of news in this issue, beginning with 

information about the upcoming ALHHS/MeMA Annual Meeting, as 

well as pre- and post-meeting tours.  I have my hotel reservation 

and airline ticket, and hope you all have made your plans or are in 

the midst of doing so.  Please refer to Winter 2015-2016 issue of 

The Watermark, where you can find everything you need to know, 

from hotels to transportation, eateries to museums. If you havenôt 

registered, go to www.alhhs.org   and choose ñAnnual Meetingò and then ñMeeting 

Websiteò from the left-hand column.  

 

This issue ends my two years as editor of The Watermark.  It has been a thoroughly 

enjoyable and wonderfully educational experience, much of it due to the tremendous 

wealth of knowledge and gimlet-eyed focus of associate editor Jack Eckert.  I am deeply 

grateful for the creative talents of layout editor Brooke Fox (beginning with the Winter 

2014-2015 issue) and Megan Rosenbloom (through the Summer, 2014 issue).   Iôd also 

like to express my gratitude to book review editor Pat Gallagher, assistant book review 

editor Jonathan Erlen, webmaster Russell Johnson, and MeMA Notes editor Jenn 

Nelson for all their efforts on behalf of The Watermark.  ALHHS president Steve Novak 

has been unwaveringly supportive, and his detailed documentation describing how to put 

The Watermark together has been at my elbow to guide me.  I look forward to continuing 

as an active member of ALHHS (and as an associate member of MeMA), and to 

increasingly busy days in my medical librarian position here at Treadwell. 

 

Thank you to the membership of ALHHS and MeMA, who have consistently supplied this 

publication with thoughtful and fascinating articles.  The Watermark is yours and cannot 

exist without your support.   

 

Martha E. Stone 

Editor  

 

 

BACK TO TABLE OF CONTENTS
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http://www.alhhs.org/
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Itôs early March, which means an ALHHS Presidentôs thoughts 

turn to the Annual Meeting, held this year in Minneapolis on 

April 27-28.  Our Program and Local Arrangements 

Committees have put together interesting presentations and 

tours and, as always, weôll have our traditional Wednesday 

evening dinner. The Twin Cities have much to offer in the way 

of history of medicine institutions with the Wangensteen 

Historical Library and the Bakken Museum chief among them.  

I hope I see many of you there! 

 

This is my last column for The Watermark since Iôll hand over the gavel to our Vice 

President/President Elect, Rachel Ingold, at the end of the annual meeting.  Itôs been a 

great honor and privilege to serve you and though I guess youôre not supposed to say 

this, Iôve thoroughly enjoyed my two years in the position.  Itôs been made easy by the 

many talented members who step up to take leadership positions on the Steering 

Committee and the other committees that do the work of the ALHHS.   

 

In particular, I want to thank Martha Stone who has ably steered The Watermark for the 

last two years.  Martha has decided to move on to other opportunities so this will be her 

last issue as Editor.  We thank her for her contribution to the success of the ALHHS. 

 

Itôs been a pleasure working with her and the many other members Iôve gotten to know 

better over my term as President.   

 

Good luck and good wishes! 

 

Stephen Novak 

President 

 

 

 

 

BACK TO TABLE OF CONTENTS 
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The Annual Meeting will take place at the Elmer L. Andersen Library at the University 

of Minnesota. 

 

9 AM ï 9:05 AM: Welcome by ALHHS/MeMA Presidents 

 

9:05 AM ï 10:25 AM:  15-Minute Presentations by Members (4 Presentations) 

 

Megan Rosenbloom, Associate Director for Collection Resources, Norris Medical 

Library, University of Southern California ï ñA Book by its Cover: Identifying and 

Scientifically Testing the Worldôs Books Bound in Human Skinò 

 

Beth Lander, College Librarian, Historical Medical Library of the College of Physicians of 

Philadelphia ï ñAnthropodermic Books, the Convergence of Text and Specimen, and the 

Future of the Historical Medical Libraryò 

 

Sarah Eilers, Curator, Historical Audiovisuals, National Library of Medicine and Michael 

Sappol, Historian, Scholar-in-Residence, National Library of Medicine ïñ An Integrated 

Approach to Historical Medical Audiovisuals: Current Work at the National Library of 

Medicineò 

 

Micaela Sullivan Fowler, Curator/History of Health Sciences Librarian, Ebling Library, 

University of Wisconsin-Madison ï ñNeither Definitive nor Comprehensive: The Vagaries 

of the Journal Databasesò 

 

10:25 AM ï 10:40 AM: Break 

 

10:40 AM ï 11:45 AM: Keynote Address 

 

Lucy Bruell, Instructor in the Division of Medical Humanities at the NYU School of 

Medicine; Editor-in-Chief of the NYU Literature, Arts, and Medicine Database 

 

 

 

ALHHS/MeMA 2016 MEETING, MINNEAPOLIS, MN, APRIL 27-28, 2016 

Annual Meeting Program and Post-Conference Tours 
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11:45 AMï 1:15 PM: Lunch and Business Meetings 

 

1:15 PM ï 2:15 PM: Panel Discussion: The Digital Landscape 

 

Melissa Grafe, John R. Bumstead Librarian for Medical History, Harvey Cushing/John 

Hay Whitney Medical Library, Yale University, on behalf of the Medical Heritage Library 

ï ñMedical Historical Resources in the Changing Digital Landscapeò 

 

Brandy Schillace, Research Associate and Public Engagement Fellow,  

Dittrick Museum of Medical History, Case Western Reserve University  ï ñDigital 

Interaction: How Medicine Became Modernò 

 

Lisa Mix, Head, Medical Center Archives, Weill Medical College of Cornell University ï 

ñBuilding Digital Collections at Weill Cornellò 

 

2:15 PM ï 2:30 PM: Break 

 

2:30 PMï 3:30 PM: Lightning Talks by Members (4 Presentations) 

 

Renee Ziemer, Coordinator, Mayo Clinic Historical Unit ï Overview of new activities at 

the Mayo Clinic 

 

Kristen Vogt-Veggeberg, Doctoral Student and Researcher, University of Illinois at 

Chicago ï Opportunities for collaboration between medical museums, Boy Scouts, and 

Girl Scouts 

 

Alan Hawk, Collections Manager, Historical Collections, National Museum of Health and 

Medicine - ñAIDS ï A Patientôs Perspectiveò 

 

Paula Summerly, Research Project Manager, John P. McGovern Academy of Oslerian 

Medicine, University of Texas Medical Branch ï ñPathology, Protocols & Perceptionò 
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Thursday Tours (please see Wednesday Tours for venue descriptions) 

Elmer L. Andersen Library. Archives and Special Collections 

 

3:45-4:30  PM Limit 10 

Tour follows the annual meeting. 

Owen H. Wangensteen Historical Library of Biology and Medicine 

3:45-4:30 PM  Limit 20  

Tour participants will travel together to the Wangensteen Library from the annual 

meeting in Andersen Library. 

 

Wednesday April 27, 2016 

Meetings 

ALHHS Steering Committee meeting 

4:00-6:00 PM Deer Lake Room (4th floor) at the Marriott City Center Hotel 

Wednesday Tours 

Elmer L. Andersen Library. Archives and Special Collections 

Located on the West Bank of the University of Minnesota, The Archives and Special 

Collections (ñASCò) is home to the University of Minnesotaôs collections of rare books, 

personal papers and organizational archives. ASC is composed of individual archives 

and libraries (ñASC unitsò), each focusing on a specific subject area. It is housed in a 

unique building consisting of an above ground research center, and 2 four-story high, 

below ground, storage caverns which were dug into the bluffs of the Mississippi River. 

Tour guides will discuss the special collections housed in the building, and lead a cavern 

tour. 

Schedule for Steering Committee Meeting and Pre-Conference Tours 

https://www.lib.umn.edu/special/archives-and-special-collections-web-pages
https://www.lib.umn.edu/special/archives-and-special-collections-web-pages
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2:30-3:30 PM Limit 20. 

Tour is free, but participants will need to purchase a light rail pass. 

Tour departs from the conference hotel, Marriott City Center. Meet at the hotel 

registration desk, level 5 at 2:00 PM 

Tour participants who also sign up for the 4-5 PM Wangensteen Library tour will 

travel together to the Wangensteen Library from the Andersen Library Tour. 

Owen H. Wangensteen Historical Library of  Biology and Medicine 

Located on the East Bank of the University of Minnesota, on the 5th floor of the Health 

Sciences Library Diehl Hall, The Wangensteen Historical Library of Biology and 

Medicine is hosting an exhibit, Bodies and Spirits: Health and the History of 

Fermentation and Distillation. From 16th century handwritten recipes for beer and wine to 

Louis Pasteurôs groundbreaking microbial investigations of fermentation, this exhibit 

explores the historical health and medical relevance of beer, wine, spirits, and more. In 

addition to the exhibit, we'll examine unique items in the collections and tour the 

historical library. 

2:30-3:30 PM Tour 1   Limit 20.   

Tour is free, but participants will need to purchase a light rail pass. 

 Tour departs from the conference hotel, Marriott City Center. Meet at the hotel 

registration desk, level 5 at 2:00 pm. 

4:00-5:00 PM Tour 2   Limit 20.    

Tour is free, but participants will need to purchase a light rail pass. 

Tour departs from the conference hotel, Marriott City Center. Meet at the hotel 

registration desk, level 5 at 2:00 PM  

Tour participants who also sign up for the 2:30-3:30 PM Archives and Special 

Collection tour prior to this tour will travel together to the Wangensteen Library 

from the Andersen Library Tour. 

http://campusmaps.umn.edu/diehl-hall
http://campusmaps.umn.edu/diehl-hall
https://hsl.lib.umn.edu/wangensteen
https://hsl.lib.umn.edu/wangensteen
http://www.continuum.umn.edu/2015/06/bodies-and-spirits-health-and-the-history-of-fermentation-and-distillation/
http://www.continuum.umn.edu/2015/06/bodies-and-spirits-health-and-the-history-of-fermentation-and-distillation/
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The Bakken Museum 

A Smithsonian affiliate, The Bakken Museum offers dynamic exhibit experiences and 

industry-leading STEM-focused education programs. Located in the historic West Winds 

mansion on Lake Calhoun and home to the Florence Bakken Medicinal Gardens, The 

Bakken boasts one of the most beautiful settings you will find in the Twin Cities. The 

museum maintains a world class collection of historic medical and scientific instruments 

and scientific as well as books, journals and manuscripts.  The collection focuses on the 

history and nature of electricity and magnetism, Minnesotaôs medical technology industry 

and, of course, Frankensteinôs monster!  

 

1:30-4:30 PM  Limit 15      

  $15.00 includes transportation cost + admission fee at museum 

Tour departs from the conference hotel, Marriott City Center. Meet at the hotel 

registration desk, level 5 at 1:15 pm 

         BACK TO TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

 

The National Library of Medicine (NLM) has received a generous gift from The DeBakey 

Medical Foundation to support development, expansion, and enhanced public access to 

the NLMôs collection of Michael E. DeBakey archives and associated collections, and to 

develop related programs in the history of medicine. Initial activities will include digitizing 

the bulk of the DeBakey archives and making them more readily available for study and 

analysis, as well as the establishment of Michael E. DeBakey Fellowships in the History 

of Medicine and a related lecture series. 

 

NEWS FROM THE HISTORY OF MEDICINE DIVISION OF THE  

NATIONAL LIBRARY OF MEDICINE 

NLM Receives Generous Gift from The DeBakey Medical Foundation 

https://www.thebakken.org/about-us
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Michael E. DeBakey, MD (1908ï2008), was a 

legendary American surgeon, educator, and medical 

statesman. During a career spanning 85 years, his 

work transformed cardiovascular surgery, helped to 

develop the Mobile Army Surgical Hospital (MASH), 

raised medical education standards, and informed 

national health care policy. He pioneered many 

operative procedures, including aneurysm repair, 

coronary bypass, and endarterectomy, which 

routinely save thousands of lives each year. He 

performed the first successful implantation of a left 

ventricular assist device and some of the first heart 

transplants. While still a medical school student, he  

invented the roller pump (a key component of heart-

lung machines), , and went on to develop artificial hearts and ventricular assist pumps. 

Among innumerable other contributions, Dr. DeBakey was a visionary supporter of the 

NLM, playing a pivotal role in its transformation from the Armed Forces Medical Library 

in the 1950s, in the establishment of the National Network of Libraries of Medicine in the 

1960s, in launching NLMôs outreach initiatives in the 1990s, and in promoting the 

digitization of its indexes to pre-1960s journal articles. A video profile of Dr. DeBakey is 

available on the NLM Web site. 

The NLMôs collection of Michael E. DeBakey archives dates from the early 1900s to 

2009. Containing correspondence, administrative records, diaries, transcripts, 

publications, speeches, conference and awards material, subject files, photographs, and 

audiovisual media, the collection reflects the vast expanse of Dr. DeBakeyôs life, 

achievements, and interests as a world-renowned medical statesman, innovator, and 

champion of humanitarianism and lifelong learning. NLM has already digitized selected 

items from the DeBakey archives for the Michael E. DeBakey Profiles in Science site. 

Materials in the DeBakey archives have rich connections to the archives of other 

individuals and organizations, including NLMôs own archives, as well as to many 

published works in the NLM collection. 

"This wonderful gift from The DeBakey Medical Foundation provides the NLM with a 

tremendous opportunity to make the records of Dr. DeBakeyôs remarkable and wide-

anging contributions and achievements readily available to the world and to promote  

Michael DeBakey and former NLM Director 

Donald Lindberg, celebrating Dr. DeBakeyôs 

90
th

 birthday in 1998 

https://www.nlm.nih.gov/news/debakey_video_2015.html
https://profiles.nlm.nih.gov/FJ/
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additional public use and understanding of the Libraryôs rich collections in the history of 

medicine." said NLM Acting Director Betsy Humphreys. 

Lois DeBakey, PhD, sister of Michael E. 

DeBakey and vice president of The DeBakey 

Medical Foundation, as well as a key former 

member of the NLM Board of Regents, stated 

"Because of the wide-ranging, diverse roles of Dr. 

Michael DeBakey as academic administrator, 

peerless pioneering cardiovascular researcher 

and innovator, gifted medical educator, 

international medical statesman, fervent patient 

advocate, and medical consultant to US 

Presidents and heads of state worldwide, his 

archives, in good measure, are a historical record 

of the state and progress of medicine during his 

long, highly productive professional career. It is 

fitting," she continued, "for the National Library of 

Medicine to be the curator of the Michael E. 

DeBakey, MD, Archives, for he played a central role in the establishment of the NLM in 

Bethesda, Maryland, where he served two terms as chairman of its Board of Regents 

and actively participated in many of its programs. The Trustees of The DeBakey Medical 

Foundation are pleased that the world-acclaimed NLM will continue to develop the 

Michael E. DeBakey, MD, archives and establish the Michael E. DeBakey, MD, 

Fellowships in the History of Medicine, the Michael E. DeBakey, MD, Lecture in the 

History of Medicine, and other appropriate memorials." 

Details of the expanded access to the Michael E. DeBakey archives held by the Library, 

as well as the Michael E. DeBakey Fellowships in the History of Medicine and an 

associated annual Michael. E. DeBakey Lecture in the History of Medicine, will be 

announced later this year. 

 

 

Michael DeBakey as a young surgeon in 

France, c. 1930 
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Michael North, Head of the Rare Books & Early Manuscripts Section of the History of 

Medicine Division, is leaving the NLM to become Head of Reader Services and 

Reference in the Rare Books and Special Collections Division of the Library of 

Congress . Michaelôs new responsibilities will include overseeing the Rare Book Reading 

Room in the Jefferson Building of the Library of Congress, whose collections include 

hundreds of thousands of unique materials ranging from a Gutenberg Bible printed on 

vellum and original manuscripts by William Blake to the private libraries of Thomas 

Jefferson and Susan B. Anthony. 

 

Michael joined the NLM in the fall of 2000 as a Rare 

Book Cataloger, following his tenure at the Grolier Club 

of New York, where he was Curator of the Library, and 

previous positions in special collections at the New York 

Academy of Medicine and Georgetown University 

Libraries. In 2003, he became the Head of Rare Books 

and Early Manuscripts in the History of Medicine 

Division, where he has since led his section in a range of 

remarkable work focused on a remarkable ï indeed 

world-renowned ï collection. Michaelôs duties have 

included overseeing the History of Medicine Division 

Reading Room, rare book cataloging, and conservation; 

working on matters of preservation with colleagues across the History of Medicine 

Division and in the Preservation and Collection Management Section of the Public 

Services Division; and overseeing acquisitions for the print and early manuscript 

collections. Michael has also been deeply involved in the creation of a book digitization 

program at the Library, especially in the selection and preparation of books for scanning, 

and he has led the NLMôs strategic engagement with the Medical Heritage Library, an 

international initiative to digitize historical medical materials and make them available 

freely to the world. 

 

Michael has been an active member of ALHHS for over 20 years, writing articles for The 

Watermark, giving presentations at annual meetings, and serving as Chair of the 

Publication Award, Program, and Nomination Committees.  

 

 

North goes to LC 

Michael North 

http://www.loc.gov/rr/rarebook/about.html
http://www.loc.gov/rr/rarebook/about.html
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The National Library of Medicine has issued a Request for Information (RFI)  to offer 

commercial and non-commercial entities in the digital-content community, such as e-

book publishers or distributors, educational institutions, libraries, archives, and others 

involved in the development of digital collections and dissemination of digital materials, 

the opportunity to express interest and offer suggestions and feedback regarding 

potential Third-Party Digitization engagement at the National Library of Medicine. The 

envisioned engagement with the NLM would give digital-content providers an opportunity 

to digitize, at their own expense, parts of the NLM historical collections, which could then 

be offered to the public as part of the content provider's regular service. The digitized 

materials would then be provided to the NLM for eventual inclusion in its digital 

collections repository, NLM Digital Collections http://collections.nlm.nih.gov  after any 

reasonable and mutually-agreed upon embargo period during which the vendor could 

freely use and market the materials. 

 

The Solicitation Number is NIHLM2016759-RFI-MM, and the response date is May 2, 

2016 10:00 am Eastern Time. 

 

Further details can be found at 

https://www.fbo.gov/spg/HHS/NIH/OAM/NIHLM2016759-RFI-MM/listing.html 

 

As always, we warmly encourage you to visit the HMD blog, ñCirculating Now,ò where 

you can learn more about the collections and related programs of the History of 

Medicine Division of the NLM:  

 

http://circulatingnow.nlm.nih.gov/  This resource reaches a wide audience, with over 

327,000 followers and nearly 5,000 direct subscribers. Thank you for encouraging your 

colleagues and constituencies to follow and subscribe to Circulating Now! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NLM Issues RFI for Third Party Digitization 

Circulating Now: A Great Way to Keep Up with HMD! 

http://collections.nlm.nih.gov/
https://www.fbo.gov/spg/HHS/NIH/OAM/NIHLM2016759-RFI-MM/listing.html
http://circulatingnow.nlm.nih.gov/
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The National Library of Medicine is pleased to have selected items from its collection 

included in a new exhibition, Beyond Chicken Soup: Jews and Medicine in America , 

which opened March 13, 2016 and will run through January 16, 2017 at the Jewish 

Museum of Maryland  in Baltimore. 

 

Beyond Chicken Soup uncovers the often-

overlooked cultural history embedded in a 

scientific enterprise. It probes questions 

important to all Americans: how do medical 

categories shape identity; what are the 

impacts of medical authority; where did our 

current health care institutions come from; 

and how does culture influence the medical 

construction of biological difference.  

 

In America, which promised immigrants 

equality and opportunity yet often showed 

them bigotry and discrimination, Jews found 

the pursuit of a medical career especially 

compelling: it offered both upward mobility 

and societal respect. Moreover, their 

conspicuous presence in medicine reflected 

well on the Jewish peopleða fact that was 

not lost on the proud parents of countless 

Jewish doctors. 

 

Focusing on the Jewish experience in the United States, Beyond Chicken Soup 

demonstrates how the field of medicine has been a vehicle, by turns, for discrimination, 

acculturation, and strengthening Jewish identity. The experiences of Jews, as both 

practitioners and patients, offer a case study in the formative impact of medicine on 

cultural and social identity, as well as the impact of cultural values on medicine. 

 

NLM Lends Books and Images to Jewish Museum of Maryland 

Exhibition 

Illustration from Maôaseh Tuviyah,  [The Acts of 

Tobias], by Tobias Kats (1652?ï1729), one of the items 

on loan to the Jewish Museum of Maryland. 

http://jewishmuseummd.org/single/beyond-chicken-soup-jews-and-medicine-in-america/
http://jewishmuseummd.org/
http://jewishmuseummd.org/
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Among the NLM collection items featured in Beyond Chicken Soup are: 

Maôaseh Tuviyah,  [The Acts of Tobias], by Tobias Kats (1652?ï1729), published 

in Venice, in 1708 and representing one of the earliest attempts to compare 

graphically the healthy human body to a well-functioning physical structure: in 

this case, a properly-run house;  

Sefer otzar hahayim [Book of the Treasures of Life], by Jacob ben Isaac Zahalon 

(1630ï1693), published in Venice in 1693, and  

Ueber das Lehren und Lernen der medicinischen Wissenschaften an den 

Universitäten der deutschen Nation [On the teaching and learning of the medical 

sciences at the universities of the German nation], by the famous surgeon 

Theodor Billroth (1829ï1894), published in Vienna in 1876.  

 

NLM will also be providing the museum with selected images from its collection, 

including an image from Isaac ben Solomonôs Opera Omnia [Complete Works], 

published in 1515, and from the Zwerdling Collection of Postcards on the History of 

Nursing.  

 

NLM joins a number of prominent organizations, including the American Philosophical 

Society, National Library of Israel, and the Peabody Museum of Archeology and 

Ethnology at Harvard University in loaning items to the Jewish Museum of Maryland for 

this important exhibition. 

 

NLM lends items from its history of medicine collections for display in public exhibitions 

to qualifying institutions on a case- by-case basis. Details about this loan program, and 

loans which the NLM has arranged since 2012, are available at: 

https://www.nlm.nih.gov/hmd/informationfor/registrars.html  

 

 

BACK TO TABLE OF CONTENTS

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.nlm.nih.gov/exhibition/picturesofnursing/index.html
https://www.nlm.nih.gov/exhibition/picturesofnursing/index.html
https://www.nlm.nih.gov/hmd/informationfor/registrars.html
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Wellcome MS. 8932, a folding almanac produced in England in the first part of the 15th 

century, is a remarkable object. The almanac is of great interest to historians because it 

is one of only a handful of such surviving folding manuscripts, used by medical 

practitioners to harness astrological information relating to health. Yet I am particularly 

interested in the almanacôs exquisitely embroidered cover, because of my long-standing 

interest in textile techniques. 

The actual act of making textiles is intangible and the practicalities are difficult to record, 

so archival documents tend to provide the contextual and supporting evidence for the 

study of historical techniques. Here, object-based research becomes key, as artefacts 

are the direct result of a production method. óReadingô a textile, such as the cover of MS. 

8932, can be an illuminating experience, but this process requires all the same 

considerations as historians encourage for text-based material. 

My initial response to the almanac was one of awe at the scale and intricacy of the work. 

The embroidered cover is indeed unique, and analysing it is much like trying to read an 

extinct language.  

There are three different types of silk 

thread found on the almanac. A 

loosely S-twisted, 2-ply thread has 

been used for the functional sewing, 

as well as for the construction of the 

edge band and braid. The other two 

thread types have been used 

exclusively for the decorative 

embroidery. The first is a flossy silk 

while the other is highly twisted. The 

2-ply and flossy silks are typical types 

of thread found on items from this 

period, but the twisted type is not. Close observation of worn sections has revealed that 

the twisted thread is actually what is known as a gimp thread, as the silk is wrapped 

around an inner core of silk. 

NEWS FROM THE WELLCOME LIBRARY 

Reading the Embroidered Binding of a Medieval Manuscript 

The embroidered cover of MS. 8932.  Wellcome Images: 

C0096780 

 

http://search.wellcomelibrary.org/iii/encore/record/C__Rb2060538?lang=eng
http://blog.wellcomelibrary.org/2013/08/heavenly-bodies-astrological-medicine-in-wellcome-manuscript-ms-40/
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While silk gimp is not a unique find, it is normally a large-scale decorative feature, 

couched down onto fabric with a separate sewing thread. I have never seen gimp used 

to make embroidery stitches, and so far, no one else is aware of any comparable work of 

this nature. I would love to hear otherwise, if anyone has suggestions. 

Why the almanac has been embroidered with a gimp thread remains open to question. It 

is not an issue of thrift because the core component is expensive silk, even though the 

concealed thread could have been made from a more economic core, such as linen. I 

am currently working to reproduce the embroidery, exploring the visual impact made by 

the gimp compared with more typical thread types. This practical experimentation may 

also expose any technical issues that might provide a reason as to why this special form 

of thread production was selected. 

Jacqui Carey was a Wellcome Trust Research Bursary holder 

 

The closing date for the latest call for the Wellcome Trust Research Bursaries 

scheme is 1st April 2016. 

This scheme is for small and medium-scale research projects based on library or archive 

collections supported by the Wellcome Trust. Projects must focus either on Wellcome 

Library holdings or on any collection supported by a previous Research Resources 

grant, but they need not be historically grounded. 

These awards can support experienced researchers based in the UK and the Republic 

of Ireland. Applications may also be made from scholars based outside the UK or the 

Republic of Ireland who wish to carry out research on a collection supported by the 

Trust. 

Awards are not limited to academic researchers. Applications may also be submitted by 

conservators, artists, performers, broadcasters, writers, public engagement practitioners 

and others working in the creative arts. 

More information on the scheme is available on the Wellcome Trust website. 

The Wellcome Library is delighted to participate in the scheme, offering as it does new 

opportunities to carry out exciting research using our collections. 

Welcome Trust Research Bursaries 

Changes to the Wellcome Library Blog 

https://www.careycompany.com/jacqui-carey
http://www.wellcome.ac.uk/Funding/Humanities-and-social-science/Funding-schemes/Research-resources-awards/Research-bursaries/index.htm
http://www.wellcome.ac.uk/Funding/Medical-humanities/Funding-schemes/Research-resources-awards/Research-bursaries/index.htm
http://www.wellcome.ac.uk/Funding/Medical-humanities/Funding-schemes/Research-resources-awards/Research-bursaries/index.htm
http://wellcomelibrary.org/collections/about-the-collections/
http://wellcomelibrary.org/collections/about-the-collections/
http://www.wellcome.ac.uk/Funding/Medical-humanities/Funding-schemes/Research-resources-awards/Projects-funded/index.htm
http://www.wellcome.ac.uk/Funding/Medical-humanities/Funding-schemes/Research-resources-awards/Projects-funded/index.htm
http://www.wellcome.ac.uk/Funding/Medical-humanities/Funding-schemes/Research-resources-awards/Research-bursaries/index.htm
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The recently catalogued papers of translator Cary Baynes (Library reference PP/CBA) 

provide an insight into the growth of Jungian thought in the 20th century.  

The archive provides a record of Baynes's personal and professional activities from her 

early pre-Zurich days at the beginning of the 20th century up to her administrative 

correspondence in the late 1960s.  

It consists primarily of correspondence, both administrative and personal, with the latter 

frequently giving insight into the development of her own ideas and of Jungian theories 

more generally. 

Born Cary Fink in Mexico City on 26 September 1883, where her father had brought his 

family so that he could work on the railroads, Baynes and her sister were subsequently 

raised in their mother's Louisville, Kentucky home. Baynes graduated from Vassar 

College in 1906, where she had been a pupil of Kristine Mann, who would also go on to 

become a Jungian analyst. In 1911, she received her medical degree at Johns Hopkins 

University, although she was never to practice medicine.  

In 1921, Baynes (then de Angulo, after marriage to her first husband, folklorist/novelist 

and fellow Johns Hopkins physician Jaime de Angulo) moved to Zurich at the suggestion 

of Kristine Mann to study with Jung. While there, she became personal friends with both 

Carl and Emma Jung. Throughout the 1920s, Baynes was caught up in the development 

of Jungian analytical theory and worked with Jung on transcriptions, translations and the 

organisation of seminars. She and her second husband, Helton Godwin "Peter" Baynes 

(a British psychiatrist and Jung's assistant), collaborated as Jung's translators for several 

years. Cary and Peter lived in California for a number of years where they introduced 

analytical psychology to the population of the San Francisco Bay area.  

Throughout the 1930s she worked with Dr Olga Froebe on her Eranos Project, which 

was dedicated to lectures on theosophical themes and on the "Eranos Archive" - a 

collection of archetypal images. Baynes worked with her at Casa Gabriella, her home 

and lecture hall in Ascona, Switzerland, and later in the United States when the 

Bollingen Foundation, an educational foundation dedicated to the dissemination of 

Jung's work, was considering publishing her Eranos lectures.  

In the early 1930s, Baynes was encouraged by Jung to translate into English Richard 

Wilhelm's German translation of the I Ching or Book of Changes, a classic Chinese  

Papers of Cary Baynes ï Now Open and Available for Research  

 

What else is different? 

http://archives.wellcomelibrary.org/DServe/dserve.exe?dsqIni=Dserve.ini&dsqApp=Archive&dsqDb=Catalog&dsqCmd=show.tcl&dsqSearch=(RefNo==%27PPCBA%27)
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divination text and subsequently a symbol of the American counterculture. In 1938 she 

met Mary Mellon, co-founder of the Bollingen Foundation. Baynes had just completed a 

first draft of the translation and was encouraged in her work by Mellon. The  

Baynes/Wilhelm I Ching was eventually published by the Bollingen Foundation in 1950, 

by which time Baynes had also become an editorial member of the Foundation, and 

indeed the editorial headquarters had been moved to Baynes's Connecticut home 

following Mary Mellon's sudden death in 1946. 

Baynes remained intellectually active up to her death in 1977.  

Peter Judge 

Consultant  Archivist  

 

 

 

The óWould you mind?ô installation was commissioned from artist and writer Neil 

Bartlett for Wellcome Collectionôs exhibition: the Institute of Sexology. The piece took 

the form of a questionnaire available to visitors in the final section of the show. Samples 

from the anonymous questionnaires were displayed in the gallery. During the 

installationôs six month lifespan 19,280 questionnaires were completed, and these are 

now available to researchers in the Wellcome Library as the Would You Mind? archive 

(library reference WT/NVB). 

 

You can read more 

about the 

installation in 

a blog post by 

Sarah Jaffrey, a 

Visitor Experience 

Assistant at 

Wellcome 

Collection who 

worked with the 

artist on the  

commission.  

 

 

The Archival Afterlife of an Artwork 

Exhibition visitors completing the Would You Mind? questionnaire at the Institute of 

Sexologyexhibition at Wellcome Collection. Photo Credit: Wellcome Collection 

 

http://www.neil-bartlett.com/
http://www.neil-bartlett.com/
http://wellcomecollection.org/exhibitions/institute-sexology
http://search.wellcomelibrary.org/iii/encore/record/C__Rb2474497?lang=eng
http://blog.wellcomecollection.org/2015/06/03/would-you-mind/
http://blog.wellcomecollection.org/2015/06/03/would-you-mind/
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In this excerpt from his artistôs statement, Neil Bartlett discusses the future of the piece 

beyond the exhibition: 

 

ñEvery single questionnaire that was completed by the public was archived here in the 

Wellcome Library. The questionnaires are archived in the order in which they were read, 

i.e. week by week, each is serially numbered, and the front cover of each questionnaire 

gives the gender self-identification of the participant. However, since none of the public 

response was digitised, any future mining of this mass of text for either statistical or 

anecdotal evidence of peopleôs beliefs, feelings, theories or practices will have to be 

done by someone sitting down and reading at least a fair number of questionnaires. This 

was deliberate. It was the artistôs intention that the archival afterlife of the piece should 

provide a provocative and idiosyncratic snapshot of the sheer diversity of all of the above 

at a very specific point in time ï no more, and no less. The completed questionnaires 

preserve voices which are as distinctive as the handwriting in which they are recorded, 

and that is their value. Whether they reveal any ñsignificantò shifts in sexual belief, 

thought, feeling or practice ï were people in 2015 more aware of gender-category 

diversity than a decade earlier; were women more confident; were lesbians more out; 

was consent a really big issue; was porn loved and loathed in equal measure ï for 

instance !!! ï will be up to future commentators and analysts to determine. It is to be 

hoped that they will remember that every single one of the19,280 participants in this 

artwork was self-selecting; they all chose to come to the exhibition, and they all chose to 

complete a questionnaire. None of their answers are boring, although reading them en 

masse as they were delivered each week was in turns dismaying, infuriating, 

depressing, moving and exhilarating.ò 

Neil Bartlett, September 2015 

 

As Neil explains elsewhere in his artistôs statement, óWould you mind?ô was ñexplicitly not 

a sex survey; it was a work of art that drew on, deconstructed and re-purposed that 

formò.  Researchers are now invited to continue the process of deconstruction and 

repurposing by exploring the installationôs archival legacy. 

Neil Bartlettôs full artist statement for the work can be viewed in the Library catalogue. 

Anna Ostrowska 

Library Assistant  

 

http://search.wellcomelibrary.org/iii/encore/record/C__Rb2474497?lang=eng
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Notorious among our library staff is a collection known as simply the óBroadly Classified 

Medicalô (BCM). Comprising over 55,000 books dating back to the 1850s, much of the 

collection is a prime candidate for our 19th century digitisation programme. 

For years, a project to label and fully catalogue all 55,000 books, although helpful in 

retrieving requested titles, remained a low priority ï something of a luxury. The prospect 

of digitisation provided the extra impetus to push this project to the top of our to-do list. 

In order to digitise we needed to accurately identify and locate the books and transport 

them around the building to and from the digitisation suite. Once digitised, the items 

needed to be matched to the relevant metadata (in the Library catalogue records) for 

online discovery. 

The BCM books are housed in a sub-basement store known as the Stacks. Despite the 

lack of labelling, staff had become adept at navigating the collection, but retrievals from 

the óBroadly Classifiedsô could take longer than other books. Itôs a common trope of 

crime fiction that the best place to hide a book is in a library. And we did indeed make 

some unexpected finds once the labelling began. 

The labelling process itself was straightforward: take a book, check if the barcode is 

active by scanning it, then locate its unique record in the Library catalogue. Once found, 

the record was updated, the book was assigned a shelf location number and labelled. 

This simple process merely needed to be repeated 55,787 times, along 1.2 km of 

shelving: roughly the length of 10 football pitches. 

If no record existed for a book in the Library catalogue, it was assessed and those worth 

keeping were labelled and added to the catalogue. Among the uncatalogued items we 

found a personally dedicated handbook on nursing written by Florence Nightingale and a 

steel re-enforced operations manual for an American meat-processing plant. 

The process was time-consuming and certainly not practical for very large scale 

projects. Labelling was completed at a rate of 291 books a day. Along the way, 195 

missing books were rediscovered and an additional 1537 books we didnôt know we had 

were added to the Library catalogue. 

With active barcodes and clear shelfmarks the [not so] óBroadly Classified Medicalô 

collection, is now ready for mass retrievals and data harvesting ï the next stages in the  

An Unexpected Benefit of Digitisation: 1537 More Books! 

Recent Acquisitions 

http://wellcomelibrary.org/collections/digital-collections/uk-medical-heritage-library/
http://blog.wellcomelibrary.org/2015/01/from-bookshelf-to-screen-creating-a-digital-library/
http://search.wellcomelibrary.org/iii/encore/record/C__Rb1067787?lang=eng
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digitisation process. And in the meantime, getting hold of these books has gotten that bit 

easier for staff and quicker for visitors to the Library. 

Ritchie Chering 

Project Administrator 

 

 

Eagle-eyed viewers of the Oscar-winning film The Danish Girl may have spotted in the 

end credits in the list of acknowledgements, a thank you to the Wellcome Library. 

This ï weôre sure ï relates to a fascinating painting from 

the Wellcome Libraryôs Art Collection. 

 

The film is based on the life of painter Gerda Wegener and 

her husband Einar Wegener and gives a fictionalised 

account of Einarôs transformation through one of the first 

examples of sex reassignment surgery, into Lili Elbe.  

 

This work was painted by Gerda Wegener: the attribution 

of this painting to her rests on her name which appears on 

the work in the lower right. A similar painting carrying the 

signature "Gerda Wegener Paris 1928" (all in capital letters 

as in the present watercolour) was with the Patrick Derom 

Gallery, Brussels, in 2010 (and was subsequently sold.) 

 

The identity of the sitter has not been confirmed from 

independent sources. The work could be a fantasy portrait of female elegance in 

general, a type to which Lili Elbe could aspire. The Derom painting shows the sitter 

smoking a cigarette in a cigarette holder, with a second woman applying face powder on 

the left, and appears to be more monochromatic than the present painting.  There are 

other differences, too, especially in the background 

 

In 1904 Gerda Gottlieb married Einar Wegener (born a male in Denmark in 1882), who 

had a female alter ego called Lili Elbe. Gerda and Einar were both painters. In 1929-

1930 Einar Wegener underwent several, previously untried, surgical operations in Berlin  

The Danish Girl 

Lili Elbe (?). Watercolour attributed 

to Gerda Wegener, ca. 1928. 

 Wellcome Images: L0047115 

 

http://catalogue.wellcomelibrary.org/record=b1661110
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and Dresden to reconfigure his genital organs. In a Danish cause célèbre, the marriage 

of Einar and Gerda Wegener was annulled because under laws of Denmark and other 

countries, it was impossible for two women to be married to each other. Lili Elbe died in 

Dresden in September 1931, where she is also buried.  

 

She was the subject of the book published in German in 1931 and then translated into 

Danish as Fra Mand til Kvinde : Lili Elbes Bekendelser, and thence into English as Man 

into Woman : An Authentic Record of a Change of Sex (London 1933).  

 

The current film ï starring Eddie Redmayne as Lili and Alicia Vikander as Gerda, a 

performance for which she was awarded the Academy Award for Best Supporting 

Actress ï is based on a fictionalised account of their lives ï also called The Danish Girl - 

by David Ebershoff which was published in 1999. 

 

For regular updates on the work of the Wellcome Library, see our Blog 

(http://blog.wellcomelibrary.org/) or follow us on Twitter 

(http://twitter.com/wellcomelibrary) 

 

Ross MacFarlane 

Research Engagement Officer 

Wellcome Library 

 

BACK TO TABLE OF CONTENTS

 

 

 

The Library is happy to present six events in March, April, and May, including: 

 Alondra Nelson (Professor of Sociology and Gender Studies and Dean of Social 

Science at Columbia University) on ñThe Social Life of DNAò (March 24);  

 

The Annual Friends lecture, featuring Caroline Duroselle-Melish (Curator of Early 

Modern Books and Prints at the Folger Shakespeare Library), on Italian naturalist Ulisse 

Aldrovandi (1522-1605?) and book illustration (April 6); 

 

NEWS FROM CENTER FOR THE HISTORY OF MEDICINE & 

PUBLIC HEALTH, THE NEW YORK ACADEMY OF MEDICINE 

Lectures and Events 

http://blog.wellcomelibrary.org/
http://twitter.com/wellcomelibrary
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A workshop on the history of illustration in scientific and medical books, from Roger 

Gaskell, bookseller (April 7);  

 

Arthur Ainsberg, writer, speaking on the discovery of insulin (May 10);  

 

Alice Dreger, writer, on intersex patient rights (May 18); Merlin Chowkwanyun (Assistant 

Professor of Sociomedical Sciences at Columbia University) on New York City health 

activism (May 24) 

 

 

The last two presentations  inaugurate our 2016 series ñChangemakers: Activism and 

Advocacy for Health,ò five events over the course of the year looking at those who have 

worked for fundamental social and cultural change.  

 

With the Academyôs Fellows Section on History of Medicine and Public Health, we are 

co-sponsoring ñHistory Nightò on March 9 and May 4, featuring short talks on historical 

topics related to medicine. 

 

 

 

Our six-part series with Atlas Obscura is underway. On March 10, weôll host our second 

session of the year, ñEast Meets West.ò Weôll look at collection items that show how 

European physicians learned about Chinese medicine and what happened when they 

attempted to convey what they had learned to Western medical audiences. On May 12 

we look at medicinal recipes, focusing on the Libraryôs manuscript receipt books dating 

from the 17th through the 19th centuries. 

 

For a brochure describing our 2016 programming, see 

http://nyamcenterforhistory.org/2016/02/12/announcing-our-2016-programming/  

 

 

 

In recent months, weôve added two items to our rare book collection. The first is a 19th 

century lithographic pamphlet published in Rotterdam. Francois Laurentôs Het 

Vingerschrift in een Eenhandig Alphabet offers a pictorial introduction to one-fingered 

Atlas Obscura 

New Acquisitions 

http://nyamcenterforhistory.org/2016/02/12/announcing-our-2016-programming/
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sign language. The charming red lithographic illustrations are prefaced by an 

introductory text leaf in Dutch, German, and French. 

Weôve also acquired the 1841 

edition of Charles-Joseph 

Heidlerôs Marienbad et ses 

Différens Moyens Curatifs dans 

les Maladies Chroniques, a 

discussion of the various cures 

available at the famous Czech 

spa town of Marienbad. Heidler 

(1792ï1866), head physician at 

Marienbad, published several 

works in French and German 

promoting the spaôs healing 

properties. This expanded 

edition includes a chapter on 

óLe Waldbrunn.ô The book includes six finely engraved plates. Among the spaôs most 

famous visitors were Goethe and Chopin.  

 

 

 

From February 1 to 5, The New York Academy of 

Medicine Library sponsored 

#ColorOurCollections, a week-long special  

collections coloring fest on social media. By the  

end of the week, more than 230 organizations had 

participated, representing libraries, museums, 

historic houses, and other cultural institutions from 

seven countries (United States, Canada, United 

Kingdom, France, Spain, Australia, and New 

Zealand). Coloring sheets shared by contributors 

featured a vast range of sources, from incunables,  

anatomical atlases, natural histories, and herbals  

to childrenôs classics, university yearbooks, patents, 

and much more. An impressive number of people 

interacted with the special collection items, sharing 

their colored images on social media throughout the  

Color Our Collections 

Photo Credit: Library, NYAM 



 

 

 

W a t e r m a r k                                Volume XXXIX                       Number 2 (Spring 2016) 

 - 27 - 

 

Newsletter of the Archivists and Librarians in the History of the Health Sciences  

 

 

week and beyond. View the list of #ColorOurCollections books, sheets, and albums on 

our blog: http://nyamcenterforhistory.org/2016/02/05/colorourcollections-roundup/.  

 

We encourage your institution to participate in the event next year. 
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The Historical Medical Library (HML) inaugurated a new blog in October 2015 entitled 

Fugitive Leaves.  Written in the tradition and spirit of the Transactions and Studies of 

The College of Physicians of Philadelphia, the blog was inspired by the Libraryôs original 

newsletter, printed between 1956-1996.  Blog posts are issued two to three times a 

month, and highlight the work of the scholars who use College collections, as well as the 

work of the Library staff.  You can access the blog at 

http://www.collegeofphysicians.org/histmed/blog/ and follow new releases on the 

Libraryôs Twitter account @CPPHistMedLib. 

NEWS FROM THE COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS OF PHILADELPHIA 

Fugitive Leaves 

http://nyamcenterforhistory.org/2016/02/05/colorourcollections-roundup/
http://www.collegeofphysicians.org/histmed/blog/

