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In the beginning (at the National Library of Med-
icine) was John Shaw Billings and the Index-Catalogue
—and we still rely on it daily. However, I assume that
all who read this are familiar with the Index-Catalogue,
so I will jump rapidly to 1946 when the Library began
implementing a program to recatalog its entire collec-
tion. Up to that time it still did not use such no longer
innovative devices as an alpha-numerical classification
system and call numbers for the orderly arrangement of
books. Some years ago this program was essentially
completed for substantial monographs of the 19th and
20th centuries and for serials, but not for the bulk of
the pamphlet collection or the dissertations.

At the same time that the Cataloging Division
(now the Cataloging Section of Technical Services Divi-
sion [TSD]) began that project for post-1800 material in
Washington, the History of Medicine Division (HMD),
then located in Cleveland, began recataloging the pre-

180l imprints (and those post-1800 imprints that fall with- -

in the Library's definition of Americana set forth in the
NLM Classification under WZ 270). For a variety of
reasons progress at first was slow, and by 1962, when
HMD was reunited with the rest of the Library in its
new building in Bethesda, only about 4,000 books had in
fact been cataloged. Since then the cataloging rate has
been greatly speeded up and in some respects simplified,
with the following results. A full catalog of 16th century
imprints (4808 items), prepared by Richard J. Durling,
and a short-title catalog of 18th century imprints exclud-
ing dissertations (about 25,000 items) have been pub-
lished. (A catalog of incunabula, prepared by Dorothy M.
Schullian, was published in 1950, before the present cat-
aloging program began.) Initial cataloging of the 17th
century imprints has been completed and a catalog is
now being prepared for publication by Peter Krivatsy.

*Based on an informal presentation to the Association of
Librarians in the History of the Health Sciences at its
meeting in Boston, May 2, 1980, Copyright is not
claimed for this article.

It is expected to contain about 12,000 to 13,000 items;
it should be ready for the printer within another two
years. Cataloging of the 18th century dissertation col-
lection is nearing completion (about 15,000 items),
and we expect to start planning soon for the publica-
tion of a special catalog of this group of material.
The published catalogs, of course, are intended for
the benefit of interested persons everywhere. In-
house, when I joined HMD in 1961, one had to look in
eleven different files and catalogs to find the main-
entry records of all pre-1801 imprints. With minor
exceptions that are rapidly being eliminated, it is
now necessary to search, I am pleased to say, in
only one, This file is the card catalog in HMD, con-
taining all pre-180l imprints. It is separate from
NLM's main card catalog, which contains only post-
1800 imprints cataloged since 1946,

Soon after this project was started, the ALA.
Cataloging Rules for Author and Title Entries, 2nd
ed, (Chicago, 1949) came into general use in American

- libraries, and these were the rules of entry used in

HMD. Descriptive cataloging followed the standard
Library of Congress (LC) Rules (Washington, 1949)
with some local modification. Considerable flexibility
was feasible, especially in description, since the
cataloging was intended only for our own card and in-
dependently published catalogs and not for a national
computer -based network where it is more important
that two libraries holding the same book describe it,
if possible, precisely the same way. With the advent
of the Anglo-American Cataloging Rules (Chicago,
1967), HMD introduced modifications in some entries,
particularly of corporate bodies formerly listed under
place, but did not change its descriptive methods. HMD
has not, for example, used the new punctuation, nor has
it ordinarily included a transcription of the author's
name in the body of the description. TSD, on the oth-
er hand, has from the start almost fully accepted
AACR, including the modifications in descriptive cata-
loging set forth in the revised Chapter Six issued in
1974, Since 1965, post-1800 works cataloged at NLM-—
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most, of course, are current imprints — have been en-
tered into CATLINE, but the computer has not been used
in cataloging works printed before 180L.

HMD classifies early books according to the NLM
Classification (WZ 240-270), which essentially separates
them by century of printing and then by author. We do
not do subject cataloging. This decision antedates my ar-
rival at NLM and I do not know what the original reas-
ons were, That policy has continued and I would justify
it for the NLM collection on grounds that (1) it is time-
consuming and we lack sufficient personnel; that (2) it
is in any case virtually impossible to do intelligent sub-
ject cataloging of early books using NLM's standard
Medical Subject Headings; and that (3) existing bibliog-
raphies and catalogs, from Index-Catalogue back to
Champier if you will, already provide far more detailed
and far better guides to the early literature than we
could produce today. I recognize, of course, that the
situation may be quite different in a medical school or
other library with a smaller collection, a local clien-
tele including beginners in medical history, and a teach-
ing responsibility; under such circumstances I would ar-
gue that subject cataloging should be essayed.

This year the situation is changed. The new sec-
ond edition of AACR imposes on the library community
a number of changes in the form of personal and corp-
orate names used as entries and in the choice of main
entry— changes that are drastic in their effect on a
card catalog but, at least in my opinion, generally triv-
ial in their direct benefit to libraries' patrons. I will
concede that I tend to think of a certain Greek physici-
an as Galen rather than Galenus, but this has never
hampered my search for his works, and the same ap-
plies even to Muhammad Ibn Zakariya, Abu Bakr, al-
Razi, commonly known as Rhazes. Consistency in the
use of the same name for the same person may be con-
sidered essential, but the same cannot be said for the
particular form that some committee has decided is
"best.!" One can only hope that increasing international
standardization and automation will lower the national
cost of cataloging, enhance communication among libra-
ries, and improve retrieval, thereby benefiting users
.in the long run. Meanwhile, the immediate result, at
NLM as at many other large research libraries includ-
ing LC, is. the unavoidable necessity of closing the ex-
isting card catalog on January 1, 1981, when the new
rules go into effect. From that date TSD will add no
new cataloging to NLM's main card catalog. In addition,
NLM will accept those options in the new rules that are
chosen by LC, so that NLM's and LC's descriptive
cataloging as well as form and choice of entry will be
the same at last. NLM will also work toward the use of
the MARC format, which differs in a number of ways
from that used in CATLINE. On the other hand, for the
immediate future anyway, NLM will continue to differ
from LC by using its own classification system for med-
icine and the preclinical sciences (it already uses LC
classification for other disciplines) and its own subject-
heading system. To find newly cataloged books after

January 1,198l, it is expected that on-site users of
NLM will have to use either CATLINE or some form
of computer-output microform (COM).

As part of the program for closing, and in
all probability for eventually eliminating, the main
card catalog, NLM has already embarked on a pro-
gram of entering its existing shelflist records back
to 1801 (except WZ 270) into its machine-readable
CATLINE store. This store already contained all
cataloging records of post-1800 material prepared
since 1965, including all currently received serials.

‘When the task is completed (estimated for 1983),

records for some 270,000 monographs, 20, 000 pam-
phlets, and 30,000 analytics printed between 180l and
1964 will have been added to the 200,000 records al-
ready in CATLINE, along with the remaining non-

current serials, Volumes printed before 1871 are lo-
cated in HMD, the rest are in the general collection,

It will be important to remember, especially
for those interested in the history of medicine, that
this retrospective conversion of the existing shelflist
omits about 50,000 monographs and 20,000 disserta-
tions printed before 1801 and about 130,000 pamphlets
and 260,000 dissertations printed between 1801 and
1950. All of this omitted material is now housed in
HMD. The primary file for pre-1801 material, as I
have already mentioned, is HMD's card catalog. The
post-1800 segment is recorded in the Index-Catalogue,
series 1-5, and, in part, in the "old public catalog"
— the remnants of the card catalog that was closed
when the recataloging project started in 1946.

How will this project and the new rules gener-
ally affect cataloging in HMD? New post-1800 acquisi-
tions are being added to CATLINE already, and this
will continue. At present, AACR 1 is used; after
January 1, HMD will follow AACR 2, in accordance
with general NLM policy. Shelflisted material printed
1801-1870 will be added to the computer store under
the retrospective conversion project, but there are no
present plans to modify the form or choice of entry
to conform to AACR 2 unless the name comes up a-
gain for current cataloging, Nor are there any plans
now to computerize or otherwise modify the old pub-
lic catalog records. Among other reasons, the ex-
isting records are so far inconsistent not only with
AACR 1 or AACR 2 but even internally that it would
require handling and recataloging each of nearly
400,000 pieces — all of which are already listed in
the Index-Catalogue. Even the most ardent exponent
of computerization might find this difficult to justify,
although it is possible that computerization of selected

. portions of this collection might be considered at

future date.

HMD's more immediate problem is what to do
about pre-1801 imprints. If the collection were static,
there would be no problem: we could simply close the
catalog. However, we must somehow accommodate a
few hundred new acquisitions of early books each year,
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together with the modern books added to our reference
shelves. There are at present no plans to enter retro- .-
spectively material that is, or will be, in the century
and dissertation catalogs recently published or currently
planned. Therefore it will be necessary to maintain the
HMD card catalog for the foreseeable future. At the
same time it is obvious that HMD cannot with the re-
sources now or likely to become available revise its en-
tire existing catalog to make it conform to AACR 2. Hav-
ing worked for nearly twenty years to consolidate the
records from eleven different files into one, I would be
reluctant to start a new one. Cataloging to be done af-
ter January 1 will have to conform to AACR 2 and at
least for the next few years we will have to find some
way to interfile the new with the old. I do not antici-
pate any major intellectual difficulties, although I do ex-
pect some inconvenience and added labor when Aristot-
eles becomes Aristotle and Moses ben Maimon becomes
Maimonides. We have not yet decided in detail how to
handle Galenus when he is metamorphosed into Galen,
but I trust that somehow we will be able to avoid eras-
ing "us" from 2,500 cards. Need I add how thankful I
am that Hippocrates (4,000 cards) does not change? The
new rules will also introduce some changes in our pure-
ly descriptive cataloging, but these do not ordinarily af-
fect filing and are of minor significance for a card cata-
log, which can accept most such discrepancies readily,
however displeasing they may be to a tidy mind.

NLM has a century-old tradition, however, of
making its cataloging records available to the libr-
ary and user community at large, as exemplified in
the Index-Catalogue and its successors, right down to
its present Current Catalog and online data base CAT-
LINE. HMD has adhered to this policy, most recently
through the current series of century catalogs. This
kind of publication is becoming increasingly slow and
expensive, however, and it would seem desirable that
in the future HMD also make its new cataloging avail-
able through CATLINE., This would provide users out-
side the library with a constant updating of HMD's
holdings of early books and of new cataloging infor-
mation not available in our published catalogs — in-
formation now available only in our card catalog. It
would also make the publication of supplements much
easier and cheaper. Aside from the fact that as part
of NLM it is obligated to do so, this possibility of
joining a national network is, of course, the most im-
portant reason for HMD to adopt AACR 2, both for
form and choice of entry, and the new descriptive
rules based on AACR 2 and ISBD(A) that are being put
into final (?) form at LC, although I have yet to discover
what other advantage for the primary users of HMD's col-
lection the new rules may have over those employed by
John Shaw Billings and Robert Fletcher when they began
to publish the Index-Catalogue one hundred years ago.
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ALHHS doings...

BUSINESS/PLEASURE Our two meetings this spring in

: Boston and Bethesda were pro-
ductive of both business and pleasure. In this issue are
presented Dr. Blake's pleasurably businesslike account
of past and present developments at NLM-HMD in re-
spect to cataloging of historic materials, as presented
at Boston, It is also pleasant to the Editor and her col-
leagues from the early days of ALHHS to report herein
our current membership of 60. In the next issue, we ex-
pect to give ourselves the pleasure of reporting other
presentations from both Boston and Bethesda.

QUESTIONNAIRE ENCLOSED Nancy Zinn has asked us
to include with this mail-
ing a questionnaire on cataloging of special collections
as conducted by or for members of this Association. She
especially asks that we respond as early as convenient,
and that we identify ourselves and our collections on the

return.

ORAL HISTORY OF For the past three years
MEDICAL LIBRARIANSHIP MLA has supported an oral
history program to docu-
ment the history of health science libraries and MLA.
To date project members have interviewed 15 distin-
guished medical librarians including Gertrude Annan, co-
editor of the 3d edition of the Handbook of Medical Libr-
ary Practice, and Brad Rogers, first director of NLM.

expect to publish a fuller notice of his work.

The Project's director since its inception has
been Dr. Estelle Brodman, who, with Nancy Zinn, has |
been the principal interviewer. Dr. Brodman has de-
veloped a Manual of @perations and a set of forms
needed to handle legal aspects of the interview pro-
cess. Also available is an interview schedule, a group
of questions to be asked of all interviewees.

NLM has recently awarded the committee a
grant which will enable continuation of the project for
the next three years.

Copies of interviews taped so far, with a com-
puter-produced master index, have been deposited in
MLA Archives, and may be borrowed free of charge
from William K. Beatty, MLA archivist. The commit-
tee hopes that this material will be used by scholars
interested in the history of medical librarianship and
related subjects — for example, women's history,

Dr. Brodman has already published an article based
on this material ("Education and Attitudes of Early
Medical Librarians....'"' )in Journal of Library History.

WALTER L. N’ECKER With profound regret, we re-
cord the death of our member
Walter L. Necker, formerly Librarian, Biomedical Li-

braries, University of Chicago. In the next issue, ve
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Once again we are pleased to be able to offer a sight of ourselves in cartoon. As a minority — even
a depressed minority sometimes — within the the larger minority of librarianship in general, it cannot but
reassure us to see ourselves and our tools pictured, thus reminding ourselves and the world outside that we

do, in fact, exist. Our kind cartoonist is Jody Millard again, and again her agent is Frank Gyorgyey.

MEDLINE
TERMINAL
CLOSED

CLOBGED BY

e |
6%2/14/44 1980

I NEED SoME INFORMATIon on THE
CURATIVE POWERS OF THE PRIMITIVE

TINDIAN MEDICINE MAN...
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ALHHS Membership

Virginia E. Allen

Dept. of Scientific Publications
M.D. Anderson Hospital

U. T. System Cancer Center
Houston, TX 77030

Charles Anderson
R.D. 3 Apt. #1
Evans City, Pa 16033

William K. Beatty
1509 Forest Avenue
Evanston, I11 60201

John B. Blake
3038 Newark Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20008

Inci A. Bowman
UTMB Library
Galveston, TX 77550

Mary Claire Britt

Reynolds Historical Library
Lister Hill Library of the Health
Sciences

University of Alabama in
Birmingham

University Station

Birmingham, Ala 35294

Estelle Brodman
4464 West Pine Blvd, Apt.17G
St Louis, MO 63108

D. J. Canale
352 Grandview
Memphis, Tenn 38111

G. 8. T. Cavanagh
Medical Center Library
Duke University
Durham, NC 27710

Sandra Chaff

Archives & Spec'l Collections on
Women in Medicine, Florence A.
Moore Library '
Medical College of Pennsylvania
and Hospital

3300 Henry Avenue .
Philadelphia, Pa. 19129

Sandra Colville-Stewart
Biomedical Library

University of California at Los
Angeles, Center for the Health
Sciences

Los Angeles, California 90024

*x

Names of officers of the Association are marked by

the symbol *,

Steering Committee members are

marked by **,

Elizabeth S. Crahan
341 S. Westmoreland Avenue
Los Angeles, Calif 90020

Helen Crawford
1305 Chandler
Madison, Wisconsin 53715

Nicholas Dewey
Church Enstone
Oxford OX7 4NL England

Anne K. Donato
1600 Dunes Boulevard
Isle of Palms, SC 29451

Jonathon Erlep Secretary-Treasurer

14247 Shoredale Lane
Farmers Branch, Texas 75234

Truman Esmond, Jr

Rush Presbyterian-St.Luke's
Medical Center

1753 W. Congress Parkway
Chicago, Ilinois 60612

Marilyn Fransiszyn

‘Osler Library

McGill University
3655 Drummond Street
Montreal H3G 1Y6 Quebec

Emil F. Frey
Director, UTMB Library
Galveston, Texas 77550

Bruce Fye
1607 North Wood Avenue
Marshfield, Wisconsin 54449

Helene B. Goldstein

John Vinton Dahlgren Memorial
Library

Georgetown University Medical
Center

3900 Reservoir Road, N.W,

Washington, D.C. 20007

James T. Goodrich
214 Everett Place
Englewood, NJ 07631

Ferenc A. Gyorgyey
Yale Medical Library
Historical Library

333 Cedar Street

New Haven, Conn 06510

Mildred Hallowitz
294 Hendricks Avenue
Buffalo, New York 14214

Mrs. Dorothy T. Hanks
5503 Chevy Chase Parkway
Washington, . D.C.

Mrs. James C. Hoffman
2352 S. Linda Drive
Bellbrook, Ohio 45305

Lisabeth M. Holloway
Editor, The Watermark
58 W. Tulpehocken Street
Philadelphia, Pa., 19144

Charles A, Isetts

History of the Health Sciences Library
and Museum .

University of Cincinnati Medical Center
231 Bethesda Avenue

Cincinnati, Ohio 45267

Glen Pierce Jenkins

Howard Dittrick Museum of the History
of Medicine

11,000 Euclid Avenue

Cleveland, Ohio 44106

Margaret Jerrido

Archives & Spec'l Collections on Women
in Medicine

Medical College of Pennsylvania and
Hospital

3300 Henry Avenue

Philadelphia, Pa. 19129

Jack D. Key
624 - 23rd Street N.E.
Rochester, Minnesota 55901

Althea Kowitz

American Dental Association Library
211 E. Chicago Avenue

Chicago, Ilinois 60611

David A. Kronick
1223 Mt. Riga Drive
San Antonio, Texas 78213

Janet Kubinec, President

Curator, Historical Collection

Falk Library of the Health Professions
Scaife Hall, University of Pittsburgh
Pittsburgh, Pa. 15261

Lucretia McClure
164 Elmore Road
Rochester, New York 14618

Nancy C. McKeehan
1054 Wellington Drive
Charleston, SC 29412
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Ruth J. Mann
605 - 11th Street, S.W.
Rochester, Minnesota 55901

Salli Morgenstern

New York Academy of Medicine
2 East 103rd Street

New York, New York 10029

Caroline S. Morris
Historic Library
Pennsylvania Hospital
Pine Building

9th and Spruce Streets
Philadelphia, Pa., 19107

Stephanie A. Morris
520 Sterner Mill Road
Feasterville, Pa,, 19047

Jeremy Norman
442 Post Street
San Francisco, California, 94102

Peter D. Olch

History of Medicine Division
8600 Rockville Pike
Bethesda, Maryland, 20014

Judith Overmier
Bio-Medical Library, Diehl Hall

Carol Unger
14,400 Nadine Drive
Rockville, Maryland 21205

Edwina Walls

History of Medicine Librarian
University of Arkansas for
Medical Sciences

4301 W, Markham

Little Rock, Arkansas 72201

Philip Weimerskirch
Medical Historian/Archivist

- Edward G. Miner Library

University of Rochester
601 Elmwood Avenue
Rochester, New York 14642

Nancy L. Weinstock

Philadelphia College of Pharmacy
and Sciences

42nd and Woodland Avenue
Philadelphia, Pa., 19104

Connee Wethey

Sauls Memorial Hospital
Piedmont Hospital

1968 Peachtree Road, N.W.

“-Atlanta, Georgia 30309

Dorothy Whitcomb
Middleton Medical Library
University of Wisconsin
1305 Linden Drive _
Madison, Wisconsin 53706

Elizabeth White

History of Medicine Librarian
Houston Academy of Medicine
Texas Medical Center
Houston, Texas 77030

Barbara Williams

Archivist/History of Medicine Librarian
Hahnemann Medical College and Hospital
245 North 15th Street

Philadelphia, Pa., 19102

E. Louisa Worthington
14-F Soldiers Field Park
Boston, Massachusetts 02163

Larry J. Wygant
1628 Avenue N 1/2
Galveston, Texas 77550

Nancy W. Zinn
1410 - 21st Avenue
San Francisco, California 94122,

University of Minnesota
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55455

Joyce Ray

History of Medicine Librarian
U.T.H.S.C. San Antonio

7703 Floyd Curl Drive

San Antonio, Texas 78229

Malvin E. Ring
216 East Main Street
Batavia, New York,

Laura Allen Rucker

Assistant Director, Public Services
University of Oklahoma Health
Sciences Center Library

Post Office Box 26901

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73190

Christine A. Ruggere
501 S. 2lst Street
Philadelphia, Pa., 19146

Doris E. Thibodeau

Institute of the History of Medicine
Johns Hopkins University

1900 E. Monument Street
Baltimore, Maryland 21205

Terry Thorkildsen

University of Virginia Medical Center
Claude Moore Health Sciences Library
Box 234, School of Medicine
Charlottesville, Va. 22908

14020
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The Watermark is issued quarterly to members of the
Association and subscribers.

President - Janet Kubinec

Secretary-Treasurer - Jonathon Erlen

Editor - Lisabeth M. Holloway

* * * * * * * * * * *

Medicine
Science

Technology

Rare Books,
Manuscripts,
8 Prints

Catalogues Issued
Libraries or important single volumes purchased

]eremy Norman & Co., Inc.
" 442 Post Street
San Francisco, Calif. 94102
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